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Munich's Beer-
and-Oktoberfest rl

Museum
Beer and Oktobertest-

two things synonymous with the
heart of lvlunich. The city's museum

offers visitors an educational and nostalgic
look at what makes l\4unich, Munich.

Bv Lucv Gono,rN
Pholos co!rtesy ol th€ Bier'!id Oktobertest Museum

uckcd away on the narrow strcet callcd Stcrnecker
at no 2. is Munich's Bier-und-Oktoberfest Mus€-

un). Ir'\ located two blocks from thc city\ main

sqtra:l. Ma enplotz and from its Picturesqu€ 800-year'
old food market Viktxzlithrnarkt Opcncd in ScPtember

2005, th€ Muscum's six-story building, Munich oldest res-

id€ntial building, constructed after rhe gr€at fire in I32Z

when a third of the city was destroyed, dates to around

1340. Some ofth€ f'atade paintings hav€ been restored and

some ofthe original wooden beams have been salvag€cl' as

hive rh€ centril "Heaven's Stairc", which are a typical fea_

ture ofMunich's medieval archit€cture. Thes€ led uPstairs
where ther€ were three apartments on the second, third'

and fourth floors, each having a kitch€n with a chimney

opening into one big chimney fiDr the building, a sitting

room, xnd a bedroom, for a total of twelve apartments
(Elevaror ind whe€lchair access are.vailable )

Alrhough Munich is nicknam€d the "caPital of be€r,"

this thirst-quenching, v€ry popular drinkwas not invented

here- Ifs best to start your tour with the twelv€_minute
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documcntarv in German with English subtitles thar Pr€s-
ents a concise history ofbcer and its production

Thc documcntary explains that bcer h one of the

world's oldesr bcveragcs, probibl-v dariog bick to the sixrh

millcnnium BC. The earlicst Sumerian tvrhiDgs contain

references to bcer, but it 's rlso likelv thal becr like' homc

brewed beveragcs lcrc inrcnted ir sevcral rncient cultrrcs

throughout the wortd; for cerrair in Chini, Syria, Babv

lonia, Peru, and Egypt, whcre ir was used tbr mcdicinal

purpos€s and included in burial Provisions tbr thc journey

to the h€reaftcr. It appears thir dre Egvptians tauglrt the

Greeks how to brew beer, rvho later taught thc Romans,

who in turn, b€ginning in c. 55 BC, taught the northern

trib€s they conquercd.
During the rise ofChristianity, th€ Popularitv ofbeer

grew tremendouslv. This was Primarily due m rhe frct that

monast€ries were some of the first organizations to brew

becr as a trade. Monks built brewcries as Part ofth€ir mis

sion to provide food, shelter, and drink ro travelers ancl

pilgrims.



An import int  di tc in Rrvrr inn bccr hisror|  is 1516
shr,r lvillirnr IV Dukc ofB,rvrria, acloptcd rhe ll' /ia

,rr,t (l'uritv t.l$,), l)erhrps thc r)ldcst iiDd rcliulxtirnt still

in usc ( i t  wis fbrDnl lv piss(d is I  ( icrntrn l i \ \ '  in 1987)
Thc (;rr,r ordcrcd rhat thc ingrcdicnts ofbccr bc resrrtet-
cd ro $rrcr, brrrlcv, :rnd hops; -vcrst 

rvas acldcd to the li\r
.rlicr Louis l'lstrur's discoverv in 1857 Thc Bi\iriin lr\\'
wis.rppl ied ihroughout GcrnunY xs pirr  of the l87l  Gcr-
nrin unilicrrirm as thc Gcrnan cDrpirc under ()tto \'(nr
Bisnrirck, r,rct hrs since bcen updated to rcflect modcrn

trcnds in bccr brcNing. lir this dr', thc Grratis cotrsidcrcd
a mark ofpuri tv in becrs. r l though rhis is coniro!ersial .

Altcr thc documcnrrrr I mct \!irh the Muscunls dire.
tor, Czech-born Luk,rs Bulkr, $Ms€ firs! job lt agc 6r:

tccn rvrs scrving in i bccr garden bclonging to thc local
rcstiuratcur Schottenh:rmel tlmih who srill ruDs x rcnr.lt
thr ()ktobcrtcst. Hc thcn nro!'cd oi to $ork lbr thc Gciscl
lamil\. noN tbr iaur gener:rtions thc kings of hospitilitv
in Muni.h, rotrrinli )obs betrvccn rhcir four firsr class rnrl

dcluxc hotcls and N{icheliD-stxrrcd rcsrrurants Bulka later

Oppo.itat lhe exteriat at he Bier-und'oktoberiest I'luseum left:
Visitots looking a coin thrcwn to the crowd at the frsl oNtobertest
Belo* left: Food and drink arc avarlable ai ihe i,4useum3 ke lef

participatcd in the EuropcaD Unn,n's Lcona l) lroicctl
\orking in r hotel in S*edcn.rDd a restiur.rDr in Frrncc
Bxcl in N'lunich, $hich he lolcs, Bulka leli thc hotel busi

ncss xnd $orkcd fbr fivc I'ei$ in computer griPhics until i

fiic'rd in'chrrgc ofdc!ck)ping thc Mlrs€um's wcbsitc told

hinr rbout his prescnr j(n).
"Elcrv Ycar \|t gct Dnrc arrd morc visitors Wc'rc now

up to :rbout 20,000i xbout 80 pcrce'rt xrc Gcrnlin," srid
Bulk:r. 'At Iirst wc \\'crcn't in thc guidc books, but noN wc

JR. tvcic, ,h! i , 'u ' l \  . r l$r J(. f l i r  i , r r , , r-rh( rrr ' r rr !  nf l \ ' r t (
bccr tours of Munich. If s()nlconc cli.ks ( our Ncbsrtc

ancl thcrr <n inf i ) .@BicFund Okobcrfcstnrusctrm dc, \ \ 'c

c,rrr  arransc rn Engl ish- lansnigc t()urofthe MusculD ind
prNidc conticts far bccr (nrrs rnd iistings.t'

"Opcn iftnn lircsdrv tl) sitrrrdx! fioln l:(X) r(' 7100
p.m. \ ' i th an cntr ,rnec l tc r) f  4 l i r f t ,s,  thc Musc!m is Pn-
litclv o\\'ncd," Rulk.r t(,ld nrc, "b! thc Filith-HibcrlxDd-
wigocr Foundxt irn l thich r ls( '  rxvns ( , \ 'cr  50 ptrccnr of

tllt: Aitltxttirttr Bfil. Estrblishcd in 1328, rhi\ hrc\r'crr'

thc olclcst st i l l  indcpcnclcrr t  brcNcr!  in Munich. hid bc

k,rrg;ccl to thc lV.rgncr tir|nih xnd lilith Hil,crland wrg

ncr, rvho dicd elcvcn vcars rrgo, rvns thc hsr wrgncr' of

e(,ursc, i t  h ld bckrrgcd to thc Argusrinc ()rdcr ofnnnlks
uDti l  thc scculrr izrt i (nr r) fnl l  nnnu$tcr ics in 1803. Anton
ind l hcre\c wagncr bought tht brc\'crv li('n rhc nxmks
in l l l29. Ihc i ) thcr nnnrist ic brcwcrics Ncrc r ls()  b()ught bY
privxtc pcoplc thetr trxr.

"Alth()rgh hcre \1N cin scc n nnxtcl  of  . tn ( idv cool-

ing mrrchinc." c(nrr inued l l t r lkx,  "(rr fs is rot  n tcchnicxl

lrnrs€un. Oll thc !ir('un.l fltxrr *e harc thc resr.rurattt rnd

kcl ler.  A11 drc displxvs l rd i r t i t : rcts hi lc cxPlaDitnnrs in

borh (icrmin rnd F)rglish. l hose on tht sccond floor rre

dcvotcd to the historv ofbcer brc\\'in8, Prrti.rlirh in M

nich plus rhe rcconstrucrirm of$'h:rt rn lPrftmcrCs kitch

en $'()uld havc l(x,kcd like iD thc ninercenth .jentlrr,v ln

Ift i.h \\'e uscd to h,rvc over 100 brcNerics. so. .rltlrough
Nc didn't invent bcer. l'tunich \\'xs influcDrial irr rhe his'

n)rv ofbrc\\ ' i rg becr.  Thc Muscunr orros x hrge.ol lccr i (m
of carh (c.  I860s) be€r bott lcs,  of  stei , rs of r l l  d i$crcDr

' l ) r f ( \ .  TJr(nr l . .  rDJ ' i /c ' .  n, ' t  l , t  m(t) tnnr rrrrrrr i r rr l \

likc r r:r ladv's mirror, m,rsiciin ProPs ind Postcrs as \r'cll

is sou!cnirs liom manv of thc Oktobcrfists. Thc gcncr'rl
public is alv) generous in donating bcer mctrorabilii to

bui ld up the col lect ions."
Thc first recordcd brc\r'erv in thc rrca datus ro 1040

wis i Bcncdicrin€ monxsrer\', Weihcnsrcphxn in Frtis'

, rnd is no$ Thc Technicrl Urivcrsitv of llunich and
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th(  .ent( f  ( , f  $orkl  brer ing tcchn,nogr ' .  I ix l . r r  thcrc . r r (

rn l r  s i r  Lrrcrct ics lc l t  i r r  lUunich:  Augusr incr,  H(nbr i iu.

ni .knimcd " I l ins" $hi(h l ) (1, ' r )gs n,  rhe \ t . r le (Jf  l l i \ i f i i .

rnd rhe orhcb, Li) \ rcnb| i ru.  I '  r l i r rer ,  H.rckcf  I 'seh,rr .  rnr l
Sp.rcr, h.rvc bccn rold n) big intcrnliirnr.rl L,ccr c{)rnp.nrcs.

' lhc rhir(1 fknn is Ihc "( lubh({r tc"  ( ' t  thc ()kr , , t rcr ictr

Nlurcunr.  $ ' l1 ieh \  is  f in, , rL lcd r lnx,st . l0 r 'errs rg, ,  h \ . t tcr

Hci l t ) ) rnnsel ter .  pn, | r ier( ' r  or  rhe Li^\enbf inrkcl l ( fs"  . rnd
() f  thc Li i \ \cnl)r inr  rcnr . r r  rhc () l r ( )Lrcr t . ;st .  Hci lnr inns(d

cr le l i  etrxnirrrblc i i lnd\  in his s i l l  to enrble the c lub

nr (r 'grni /c tcnrp()r , r r r  ( \h i l r r l1 l , r r \  . r l r ( ,ut  ( )kr(nrcrtest .  is
( locs rhr i i t r r f th 1l( ! ' '  l { ighr n(r \  there is r  |hor(r  c\hi t r i

rn ' r  ! . r l led "1328 .  th(  ! . . r |  rhc ALlgusr inc|  brc$efv $i \

l in ln( le( i . - lhc t , ) t ) ic  o i  Okk) l ) .  ls t  thcn . tnr t  nrr t  ts * t

nrul t i l i .c tcd,"  c\pl . r incl l  l lo lkr ,  " Ih i t  i t . . r t ) \  l re e.rpturc( j

. ] ( i (qLl ,uch i r r  . r  fcfnr iDcDr e\hi t r rur  I  h(r( t in!  $ele ( ic

\ .n, t ing . )n . r r ( t l , ,  \  is ' r i l  i ipc R) crpnrrc i l l  . rs |L( ts ( ' l  thc

cvcnt,  shich t l l is  lcrr  uoln sef icnrbcf  l8 ro () . t ( , t )cr . l

Ni l l  t rc.Llc l ' f .u i r )F i t \  2(X)th rnlrr \crsrr \ .  I ] (s id(s us.  th(

,Ui iDehDcr St idt  Nlu{um ( i \ ' lLrni .h ( l i t r  l \ luscum. ssr.

sr , rdrnuscLrm <nl inc.dct  $ i l l  l ) r ing rhc ()krobcrtcsr 's his

t{n-v R'  l i t . :  \ ' i rh u cxhibi t i r r t :  lhc ()ktobcrtasr l8 l0

2010' .  lhc l i t ih rnd , i \ th f l ( r ) rs h<rrsc thc Nluscunr 's . r r '

chi |c\ . r r rd rhc direel(n 's olhcc."

At)  c\e cr tchirrg c\hibir  is  r  crse \ r lh sc\ct , r l  nrcdi

cvr l  chr nrugs.rnd prtchcN. erch gh^d gr i \  \ i th i  b luc

sr l f  rn: l ) .s k1.  " ' l  hc\  h,r \c n()  iss i )c i r r i<n snh l r  r ivn."

Ilulki rold Dre. 'Rrthcr thc\ .rr .rssociitcct $ irh rhe chrnr

isrrY t i r r  rnd srrcr  uscd in bccr Lrrc$ing ciLrr ing r l r (

l inrr tccnrh c.nnrry.  ( )nc c\pl inr t i ( t r r  rs thc p,) i r r t  r r  rh.  f t4r

svr))b(, l izcs thc l i rc necessrN t( ,  brc$ bccr rnd rhc t , ) inr  r I

the bott()ur svr Lrolizc\ rhe \'rter you urcd t1) dr,rN trlnn

undergn d n) mikc bcer.  ADoihrr  is  d1.1r.  s i r1.c in thc

t i r l r r tcenth .cnturv fcs pcoplc coulct  rerd,  rhr t  i f rh(  Str f

ot : l ) r l id $!s hungoutsidc.  pcoplc kncN i r  $ rs.1pla.e rhe!
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corld gct ll-erh Lrccf. A[rxhcr sign fir ficsh bccr is c.tll:ci r

'H(tr 's  ( l f t r l r r ' .  l  hrrc s ( , re h.rnging out i t  tht  $txxl  prn

clcd , rnd bcirrrrd St i tcnhiLr\  in l l (nr t  r ) f r l r (  ofer i  H,)usci

rrrrs chtcs to I tt50."
() thcr intcrcst ing i tcr)r5 rR ,r  i ro ikt 's  i rk t f (nrr  .  )un( i

1650 \ 'hcr.-  thc t r rc\ tcrs l<) .k(( l  thcir  doeuDents.rr( i  f ( ( i

pcs rnd i  bccf  brcsex'  guikt  , r rc( t ing box ,  on $hi .h

cich brc$cr '  \ 'hr) .utcrrded srrr [1 h.r tg,  h is nrntc.  n Lr i t  l ike

ek)(k ing in ( ,n thc jotr .  l t  drrc\  k)  1798 shcu the &?r. , -

l i ,T r .  ( ( :hureh {n OLrf  L id\  ) .  , \ luni .h\  .J lhedr i l .  rnd l ' .

tc fskirLhc (St.  lc t r r 's  ( lhur!h)rcgulr tcd l r (^\  nruch bcef

creh brcscrerrr l t l  pnxiucc ind scl l . ' \ \ t  t rkc the rrk oLrr

c\cr !  n\o r . . rs (rr  l l rc$rf t '  l ) r \ . "  Ihr lkr  n l l ( i  r ) )c.  ' lh is
yexf i i  s  iurc l9 I  hcrc 's r)  |n) .c\sxtr  . l^ !Dr(nf  , l t  \h i (h

the ncr brcscrs gct  thcir  t i ipLrt t t . t  '

Sr i l l  inorhcr.  r l rhr t r rgh (rr l !  r  snr.r l l  t r r t r l . l ,  is  Ihc L{xn

ing mrchi l re ln.r i lc  hY rh( Lindcr ( i )nr | rn\ .  I r  pnduL.( i

icc. \ 'h ich $isr l r r . r j ( ,  brcrkthrrrrgl t  r i r t  brescrshccrusci t

n{) t (n) l \ . r l l ( r \cd thcnr R)pk)du(ct( I r  qu.r |1rr  l terr l l  rerr

|1trrnd bLl t  . r l ! ,  t { )  c\ f (nr  i r

l11 spi tc (n i ts fn ' \ i r  i r r  ro rhc \1! [ i  l i r rx,Lrs Htr l l tdr-

lnts rtl tfu Arlrrtitttt (;1r{44ladtr.r, t\r,' <)l sc\ cf.rl t.s

t rurrnts in rhc c i t I  scn ing Nlunich's .n l t  t ) rcr ,  d, t l r  le i \ .

rhc NlLrseum Nith(trr t  st ,4)ping r t  t ts \cfr  ( \ rn l . / / , )  1()Per
t i (nr  5 p.nr.  -  midDight)  lbf  r  r . r \ r ing.  . r  r r ( in.  ind . r  ch, , lce
(t  !crr  rcrs i ' r ib ly pr i .ed s11.r .ksr I rct7e1r rnr l  .hcc\c , ) r -

r r id i r i ,nr . r l  i i r l l  nre.ns:  g( t r r l ,1sh, s l l t rsrgcs.  rnd ! . r" i t : r / .  I

rc(( 'nmcnd thc td, ln1 l ispi f igus) i t  thcr ' r t  iD scrs(n)
' thc l . / r ! ,  \ \h ich c.rn 

' rc.(rnnnft tc 
uf  r , )  I l0 Pc(4nc. is

opcn to drc gcncrr l  putr l ie is \e l l  is  l , ' r  Ptn.rrc f i rnes
eleD \  i thout \  is i t ing thc rnrscLrnr.  I t  s( f \  cs rr l l  ALrgu'r incr

betrs rnd rotrrcs rhosc ot onc ()iNlLrni(h's othcr lilr hrt$

Vis i r  \ \$1v.birr-uDd oktobcf l tsr lnuscum.de i ( ) f  nrore


